
~._.., 

·;n-nm:~A.S the Highways of this i·,~unicipali ty have been maintained by 

Statute labour performed thereon,supplemanted.by sufficient erants 

from the Township levies to moot all the expendituro connect~d there 

~um ·.m:m.:::AG for several years an aei to.tion has been e;nining strength 

to have the stututo labour commuted or paid in money,instead of 
' -r. 

worked out.as hcretoro:rGJ by the Ratepayers und~r the direction of 

Pathmo..stern chonen for each road or loca.lity. 

AND ·:m;:;ngAS the .ratepayers of the Township;at o. rublic :.rceting l .. e-

····contly called by this Gounc:ll to rJ:.iscuss with tho Good Ilonds Comm-

is:;Jioner of the .i:::t'ovince the advant,ae;es of the commutation system, 
., . 

did express themselv~s o.s desirinr:; i•.ts. a.doption~~mc1 the Council be .. 

lioves that better results would' be: ,.po::;a:liblc if the c~~ta.Ylge, e~_sl1.:ed for 

·ae.;.e ino.uguruted,o.nd the' comr.:1utation ·moneys thus o.va.ilo.bl.e~ judicious 

ly expendecl where .r.tost '.ne.e(t~d by'· one or two competont Overseers to 

be placed in char£;e of all public Highv{ays or the ~\·7tmicipo.lity; 

B~:": lT THi:iREFOH!:!: ENACT~;D by the ~-'iunicipal Com1ci~ of tho Township or 

·/test:iteo.th,and it is.herebjt enacted· as,follows;-
1 

1. Upon and aftor the passing if· this By-La:a all Stat"" 

ute labour to Vlhich any pe:c-son(resident or non-resident)may be lio.-

ble in this r:runi cipali ty, shall be commuted at the fixed rate or ••• 

c~nts ( 
' ' 

) for each day's labmtr,and the a.r.1ount 
• • t• -

or each person's comrnuta.tion tax shnll be a.cJ.cted in. a .~eparate col-

umn opposite such person's namo in the Collector's Holl~i:mu shall 

be collected and accounted ror like other taxes,and shall be kept by 

th~. T~easurer in a. separate account to ~be known as "The Cormnutation 
. ; 

' Statute Labour !}.ccount u 

'r,fO ROAD DIV 1SION3 ONLY 

2. ··The sub-division of the .?ublic Highways of the Tovm 
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shiP into Statute Labour Districts,as at present,is hereby abolished 

and in -lie!,l thereof the Tovm·sl,1.ip shall be divided for Road· purposes 

into two districts or divisions only(to.be as nearly equal as may 
'• 

be) to be known as EAST Division a'1d WEST Division; the East Division 
' I 

to comprise all of the Township lying East or North of the Line be.:.. 

t'lleen the FOURTH attd FIFTH Concessions, includdmg .said Line; The 

·~·lest Division to ·comprise all of the Township lying West or South 

of sai.cl I.ine e..nd exclusive of saici. l~ine. 

3. Over .each of these tvio Road Divisions there shall 

be appointed a single Overseer,to be styled for the purposes of this 

By-Law a 11 Road Commissioner 11 wlfQ. shall hold· office continuously dur-

ing the pleasure of~;the Counc_il,and who shall have the il:::l'tRife*" )·/3. 
con tvol and management of the maintenance, repair and improvement . .p.f 

:--

all the l'ublic Roads,Streets,Br~dges and Highways in his Division; 

in so far as the commutation and other moneys belonging or appropri-

ate<l to his Div'ision will·-enable --him to do,subject always to such 

written instructions as he may from time to time receive from the 

~;,1unicipal Council or the Heeve thereof ,for. the time being.· 

GENERAL DUTIES OF HOAD COM1·/i1SSIONSH:S 

4. .It shall be the duty of each of the two Road Co:nm-

issioners who may be ~ppointed to carry out the provisions. of this 

By-Law: (lj 'l'o acquaint himself with the best and most modern methods 

of constructing and maintaining good r,oads ,and of advantageously 

. operating the tools and implements with which he may be supplied for 

that purpose, 

{2) To employ,direct and discharge all men and teams he may require 

to carl'"Y on his work,· 

(3) To begin the annual labour as early in the Spring as ·the condi ... 

tion of the roads will permit and work continuously till the appro--· 

priation to his Division for tha yea~_is exhausted; 

(4) To plane or scrape any of the Roads 'J.n his Division whenever in 

his judgment,they may require it; 



'-· _,_ .. 
(5) To keep the Bridges,Sl.uices and Ditches in his jurisdiction open 

·and in repair,and the Highways free· from obstructions,at all times; 

(6) To properly protect·by railings or otherwise,all pits,pr~cipicesj 

deep waters, and othel" pls.c_es dangerous t9 travel; 

(7) To see that the provisions or tlre Act to prevent the spreading of 

thistles and noxious weeds-upon the highways and rael,d allowances are 

carried out; 

( 8). To cause the Roads within his Division that are used by the pub-· 

lie in winter to be made and kept open durJne; the season of sleigh~ng 

../ in each year; 

(9) To crown or round the Roadways in the centre so as to shed the 

wa~er to th~ side ditches,the .i!rown on level.·roads not to exceed one 
foot 

inch of raise to each x.i:lii±'k of width from side to centre;and 

(10) To perform such other services as may be required of him from 

time to fime und.er the written instructions of the Municipal Council 

or the Reeve thereof. 

COI!JJUTSD L:~BOUR TO i3E SUl-'PLr.:l'li3NTED FROM 

GENERAL FUNDS AS HEfmTOFORE. 

5 • All expenditure for road material,'tools or machin .... 

. ./ ery,or for ,jobs or contracts similiar to what have hithert:o been met 

\....-

out of the General Funds of the Municipality,shall continue to be met 

from the same source, to be still known as the Road and Bri<.\ge Account 

leaving the Commuted Statute Labour )Jlonies of each year to be applied 

in that year exclusiv~ly toward. the maintenance and repair of. the 

Hi{?;hways of the Township in place of the Statute Labour \Vhic"h :has 

heretofore beori used for· that purpose. The total Corrunu~at'ion Nfoni,es 

received shall be annua~ly apportioned between aha expended in t~e-

'f:v10 Road Divisions established -by thdls By ... Law upon the basis of_.Jhe 

assessed value of the property in each Division,as ascertained fr6m 
\ 

\. 

the Assessment Roll of that year,anc.l the Treasurer shall charge each 
\ 

payment made by him to the fund and division to which same belo~gs as, 
. I 

defined by this Section~ 
l. 



,_ 
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-· 
PAYING ·FOH. 1i0Rl-1. DONE . · · _ 

(6) . ' . ~ 

. . 
the men er!lployed ·and tl~e \vork done by him ·_under this. By-Law, and h.a 

~" shall furnisl1 to th5 ~81v'S in SUCh written fOrl1J o.nd at SUCh ihte~$l,S 
. . .. . 1\. . 

as 'his instructions rn~ r~quire,proporiy itemi_zed statements' made .up 

from these rocords ancl dtily cortifiecl- bjr him~ acco~'ilp;3.nied by any vou-
-~~- . 

' . . I , , ~ . . ' , ' ·, . . 

cihors 11ertaining theret'o .·The· Iitee:r..r.e· v,pon. being sa~is:fied o-f the corr-
·- . - . A. -'~ - o~JJ. -' ' .' . : .· ' . ' . . ' ' a.-......, v-:~ G-')- . :r~ ' 

eotness 'of such' statements may issue his el~_et;::ta:el": upon the· proper fmnd ,, 
from Ylh:i.ch·. paymo'nt'·shoul~1 be mad0,aS pe:r- Section ·5 above. 

' o ' ' ' o ' ; ' ' I ' 

'-. 

7.' In order to. remedJ,r t4e inequnli ties I that at present 

. exfst th:co~gh.o'ut. th~ T9vmship. in 'the width or: .th~se ···portions of· its 

1:1ie;l1Way~ -~vhi¢l1 are intended· respectively for the USe of Veh~cles an~·-
. ' ,, 

or persons travelline· on. foot, it is hereby rur•ther enacte(\ that. here-
• 1 ~ o • I • .- 0 

a.ftor. tho Road Commissioner. i~ _r9_gonstruetina or re-cro.dine any high-
- _,. • • ~ ' • - lo ', -~ ' ... • ' I ' • • • ' I ' ' ' ' I 

wa~r shall· aim a_t .a· Uniform SttlndaJ:>d W iclth of tpact Or l"OO.dWay for 

vehicles 'of hot_ iess tho.t1' 'tvl(mty nol~ more' th~~n t'lfe!~ty-eight. feet (ac

cording to the. _imp'ortance· of_ tht1 rpad) ;n t9e· cel).tre or eaoh highvtay 
.. 

between the in~ ide ·a¢tgeo. qf':. tho si~e di t9has ~.ttnlo~s t¥10 .. cQnfi_nes or. 
. ' .. ' ' . ,., ' ' 

'rormo.tion of''. the: Roacl is -"such as . .to' jtistii'y a deviation from tlhis 
' ·-·· ' . . . 

' ~-
~. ~ '· . ' 

rtile ~ .,: '':~ ' 
' ' . 

,' .... ' 

""'·· ~ .... : : '"!. ·, • : •• . 

.. · ·GUTT .:.RS .' 
-~-. ' 

6. ' 

ery _Highway iml~l~d.iale1y ··~~jucent to· and pal .. allel wi.th the . travelled 
' •• • \ ~ ' ' • ' .,· j • • • • • .·' •• • • • ' ,. ' 

···_, ',: . . , . ' ' ·' 

Roe.dway;und ~:;'~paro.tine same from the Foo~pa~hs sot apnrt by the next 
' .. -· 

• I ' • • 't 

Section.·Eve:r-y siqe Ditch _shall be. or such viidth and ·depth as its cap.. 

acity may_l~·equire,uncl shall-have a'n'o·utlet .. t.o w~ich ttl'e _vrater·will 

flov1 fre_oly an<:l not be Ii.elelto ·s.o~k into and ·.·~·biten the Toi;mdation· pf 

the tJ:•ave11ed 'Roadv;ay .,The inside edges qf a~.i ditches ohal+ be lin.ed 

. . .:- .. ;r-
alloiNed- to fol:T.l next' to- the ~o.way. 

, I ., j , , 

! 
. ' . ' 

'·, 
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. \ FCOTP ATHS 

9. 
'-

All .~hose· portions or· ·ev·ory Highway outsid(3 of 

tho side Ditches or.both·sid®s.thoreof(whather the Ditches as at pre-

sent constructed or as ~heyw:tll.bo when made in accordance Vlith this 
,-1_ 

By-Law) shall· be ana the· same are hereby set,' apart as Foo.tpa.ths or· 

~lalks for the convenience or use of persons .travelling on :f'oot;_an!Cl it 

shall not 'be lawful for~ any person 1~ · tb 'travel- thereon on horse

baoJt ·o:t:; in ;whe.J,led vehicles draw11 by ·beast· o·r burden o·r propelled by 

steam or electr>icity,under a penalty of not less_tho.n one dollar,nor 

mol'& than nv~ dolllll'S all<l. coats 0 to be ·reco'V'el'ed before .1 Justice 

or the Peace in the county~ 

·-· 
10. 11. cl.e.y 's .. wol"'k fol"' o.!l persons. engaged by· the Co~ 

missioners under this By-Law shall consist of ten hours fo.ithful ser
.· 'f 

,I 
' ' 

vice~ oxclu~ive of the 'time spent going t~. and ·coming from wo~k, but 

payment: in all cases except upon job ancl contrac_t work sp.nll be by 

the hour.The -renumeration· to each·or the Two:Comrn:issioriers shall be . .- . 

. . 
for every hour neccesse.~ily devoted by him to his 

<;lUtie~ hereurider,o.nd· to th~ ope>:>~tors. of'. tp.e grading me;chinos: · , 

.Pe.r hour; a11·· others in the employ or the· Commissfon

ers shall. be Ptlid such price per hou·r· _e.s may be aBreed upon with the 

Commissioner.fue·commissioners shall include a memo. ·or tb.eir own and 
~ . ' . ' . 

their employees• time in the .statement· tO be f!U'riiahe<l to· thO~ }·4. · 
under section six above. 

·Read a -third time and finally passed in Co~rtcil this 

day of A.D.l902. 
\, 

\ .. -... ~ 

I' 

I' 
_, 

{L. S.) . Reeve 
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Commuting Statute Labour &c. 
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• 

... 

TO COiv'lMU1;'E THE STATUTE LfillOUR IN, THE T0~7NSHIP OF iiiEST~lli1ATH 
·' 

'NHEREAS the Highways o.f this Municipality have bean maintained by ,, 

Statut(l) labour p~rformed thereon,supplem~nted by sufficient grants 

from the Township l~vies to meet all the expenditure connected there 

with • 

. liND \VHEREAS for several years an ··agitation ;has been. gaining strength 
I 

to have th~ statute labour oonunuted or paid in money,instead of 
.J, 

worked. out as heretofore by the Ratepayers under the direction of 
j~~ 

Pathmasters chosen for each road or locality. 
'-

AND WHERI~AS the ratepayers of the Tovmship 1 at a Public .Meeting re ... 

CEnttly called by this Council to discuss With the Good Roads c'orrun"" 
' 

issioner or the Province the advantages of the commutation system,. 

did express themselves as desiring its adoption,and the Council be~ 

lieves that better results would be possible if the change asked for 
' 

·were inaugurated,and the commutation mGneys thus available judicious ,. 

ly expended where most needed by one or two competent Overseers to 
:.~: 

b~ placed in charge of all p~blic Highways Pf the Municipality; 

.BE lT· Tl-IEREFOR:E: FJIIACTED by the Municipal CoUt'lcil of the Tovrnahip of 

Westmeath,and it is hereby t:mace~~d as follows;-
, ..... 

ALL Ll!JBOUH TO BE COlviMUTE'D 

Upon and afte!l' _
1
the passing if this By ... I..aw all Stat-

of each person's commutation tax shall be added in a s~parate col-

umn opposite such pe.t>son •a name ~,in the Collector's Roll,and shall 

be collected and accounted for l.,ike other taxes ,and shall be kept by 

the Treasurer in a separate account to be known as "The Commutation 
.~ ~ 

Statute Labour Account" 

TWO ROii.D DIVISIONS ONLY 

2 • The sub"!"'division ()f the Public· Highways of the Town 
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$hip into statute iabou;ro llietriQts, as at pv~sent ~is 'he~ by aholiah.ed 

and in lie:&t thereof the.· Township shall bQ dividtld for Road purposes 
;~ 

into two distr;tcts o~ divisions only(to be as nearly fk!Ual I!!Uiil may 
. I, 

be )to be knovm as EAST Division a.'1c.l WEST Division; th~ Eaat Division 
l~ . 

to comp~is., all or tne Township lying East or North or tho Line be-
;v 

... 

of said Line and. ex~lmd v~ of said Lin~. ,, 

~·:tQ E;O;AD ,COMM.tSB,!Oi'H~H$ ONI .. ,X. 

·;,. OVer each of th~se twQ Road Divisions the~e $hall · 
nl'' 

be appointed n s ingla overseer; to be f.?tyled f<u.• the purposea or this 

ing the pleasure ofbthe Council;p.nd. who shall have th9 et~¥~ 

conti'Ol Ql"ld m~anagement, Of th~ maint~nanee.:repair &nd im.prov~m~nt of' 

all the Public HoadG 1 Stl'aets,Bridges and Highwuye in his Division. 

in so tar a~ the oomnru.tation and other moneys belonging or appropl"~

. atec1. to his Division lfill (llno.ble him to do- $Ubje>et always to auch 
'·\· 

~t7ri tten instructions ~s ho mo.y from time to time reaeive from the 

Municipal· Council or the Heeve thereof .rot., the time being. 
\ 

lt shall be the duty of ~nch or the two Road Comm.,; 
. .;! 

issionars who may be appointe<.l to carry·out the prc>Visions o:f' this 

or const:r.tUcting and maintaining good ronds.am:l of advantageously 

that purpose , _ 

(2) To employ ,d3.reet and discharge nll men and teams he may requi1 .. e 
' 

(3) To bee;in the annual labour ae enl"ly in the Spring as the .condi· 

·tion of the roads \Vill pe~mi t and wox•k continuously till the appro-

p~iation to his Division tor the year is exhauet~; 
(4) To plan() or scrape any of th~J Ftoads in hi!~ Division v1heneve:r• in 

his judgment,they may requir~ it; 
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(5) To keep the B:r.tidg~s ,Sltiic(1}.s and Di tchas ~.11 h.is .Jurisdiction open 
:~ 

( 6) ·To properly p:t·otect by rsJ.l:lng.s or otherwise ;all pits, precipicesj 

deep w!!'Aters,and. oth(l):t:t places dangerous to travel~ 

(7) To see thg_t the.pro:rieione or the Act to prevent the sp~eading of 

thistles and noxious weeds upon the h . .ighways a:nd r(MCJ. ell01Nanoea arE) 
,~-

carried out; 

{8) To cause the Roed.s with:ln his Division that erG ua~d 'by the pub-\ 
. ' 

in each year; 

{9) ~ro crown or round the ltoadwaya in the centre so a.s to $had the 

water to the side eli tohee; tho'-~4rown, or~ level roads not to ?J):OO.ed. one 
foot ······ · · 

inch or ~s-.:tf'Je to etach mt~tiit \)f wiclt,h :rrcmi side to eemtra ;and 
' '. ··. 

(10) To perform such. othel" services as may ba required- of him from 

time to tim-G und~r ",the writt~n inst;r;•uctiona o.f ih~ ~irunicipal Counci·l 
:;-

or the Reeve thereof • 

.OO.MMtJir J.~D L\BQU~ i~OJH SU!-'~l.t~:l\-r:;;N'!'ED :r'!{OM . 
·;· 

5. All expenditure fol"' voad tnatex•iaJ.Il to ole or maQhin-

ery,p.r• fol'• jobs or contract£.; sim:i.liar to what have hither-to bl!fen m$t 

out of the General I·1uncls t;>f' the Munioipali ty, she.ll continuo to be met 

from 'i~he EHU'fle sou:l:*oe, to be ati 11' known fillS the Road a.nd Brjxlga Acoqunt 

leaving the Commuted Statute Labo~t.u:- Monies of· each yea~ to be. t\pplied 

in th,at year exclusive~y toward the maintenanc~ and repair of the 

Hie;hwess of the Township in place of the Statute labour- which .has 

hel:>etof'or~ be0n ~sed for th~.t purpose. The t,ota.l Commutation Monies 
·' .f ' ' . 

received shall be _annually apportioned between bM t)xpended in the 

'fwo Hoad Divisions established by thlhs .By-law upon the bm.-e~is o:r the 

assessed value of the property in each Division;as a.scertaine(l from 

paymcmt made by him to the fund and division to. which same belo·nes a~ 

defined by this Section. 
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PAYING FOR EORR DONE 

(6) Each Commissioner ·shall keep an accurate record of 
' 

the men· employed and the work ·done by him under this By-Law,and he 
~' 

shall furnish to the 'qge;.ro in such v1ri ttt).n form and 1:1.t_ such intervals 

·as his instructions may require,properly i'temized statements made up 

from these records and duly certified by him,"accompanied by any vou-
- ~t..eJ.L ·_ 
chers pertaining thereto. The Be ue;e upon .being satisfied of the· corr-

- ' 4.c.4 ,."""-' Q1.. ~ ~ 
ectness of sueh statements may is_sue Ws.•:iihii,4t{Eitle upon the proper ftind'' 

... t " - j 

from which payment should be made.,as per Section 5 above. 
' l ' 

ROJI.DHAYS 

7. In order' to :remedy the inequalities that at present 

exist thooughout the Township ·in the width or these portions of its 

Highways which are intended respe·ctively for the use of vehicles and ... . •\ 

-
of pers'ons travelling on foot, it ·is· hereby further enacted that here ... 

after the Road Commissioner in ·-r~constructing or re ... grading any high-

way shall a.irn at a uniform standard width of tract or roadway for· . p ' . 

·v&hicles of not less than tv1enty nor more .than twenty .. eight feet(ac ... 

· co!lding to the importance or the· road) in the centre of each highway . . 
b~tween the inside-edges of tho side· ditchea,unless the cQnfines or 

... 

formation of the Road is such ·as· to Justify a. deviation f.r.-om t.lb.is 
~!. 

rul~. 

GUTTERS 

8. Ditches or Gutters shall be constructed to drain ev-
. .;·. 

ery Highway immed1ale1y adjacent to and parallel with the travelled 
L~ 

Roadway,and separating same from the Foo~paths set apart by the n:ext 

Section.Every side Ditch shall be of· such width and depth aE3 its cap.-· 

acity may requi:re,and sho.ll have an outlet to which the water will 
d/ 

flow freely arid not be helL to so'ak .i'nto and soften the foundation of 
• . u 

the travelled Ro~dway. The insicle ·.lid(I,es pf all di tohes shall be lin~. 

true and straight and the sides evenly slopea..~shoulder$ must not be · 
,h' ' '-"' \ 

allowed to form next to the -~adway. 

I' 

,-:.:fillq. 



FOOTPATHS , .. 

9. All those portions of eve~y Hicrhway outside of 

the side Di tehes or both sides thereof (whether the Ditches o.s e.t p.re-

sent constructed or as they will· be when made in accordance with this 
J, 

By-La.w)shall be and the samo a:r¢·11ereby s&t apart as Footpaths or· 

~Iu.lks for the convenience or us·e of persons travelling on foot; amd it 

·shall not be lawful for any p~rson ~ tb. t:ravel thel:'eon on horse ... · 
; ,. 

back or in wheCJ.ed vehic.les. drawn' ·by bt!ast of burd~n or prop~lled' ·by·· 

···steam or electricity,under a pena1ty·_<!:lf not less than one dollar,ho:r 
•·' 

more than five do~lB:rs and costs·,~t·o be recove~ed before art1Just.iee 

· of the Peace in the county. '· · · ·· · 
f::>' 

JmNUMERATION • ..QF OOI1l1'USSI~.~JERS AND OTHgRS. 

10. A .day • s VlO:r-"k ·ror all persons engeged by the Oo~ 

~ ·£ mission-ers u11der this By .... ~vr sh9.'ll ·consist· of te11 hours fai tl1ful ser- · 
j; 

1:·:. 
vice,exclusive or the time spent ·going to. and. coming from work,but 

. . •,:. 

payment in :a~l cases except upon· ·job and contract work shall be by 

the hour. The ·renumeration to each' of'· the Tvm Commissioners shall be 
' . . ' . 

~ ~"' for every hour ll'~ccessari~ devot.~d oy him _to his 

duties hereunder,and to the opera_t'ors of the grading T!lachines . ' ' . ~ 

~ ~- per hour; nil oth~fS. in the <!jmploy of. the Oonunission~ 
ers shall be paid such prioe 'Per pour as mo.y_.be agreed upon with the 

... · . . " . . . . . 

Commissioner. The Commissioners ·,sh:S::ll include a memo·. of their own and: 
a~~ 

··their employees' time in the s·ta·~~m:e·nt to be furnished to the 2Q~V&- · ;10 
under section six above. 

· · Read. a tl).i:rd time and finmlly ·'pttssed in Council this /Ja;-
A.D.lflO~. 

. ~, ·~~· '· 

;. 

(L. S.) . Reeve 
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